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that the arts of making gold, and of living for ever, have
been yet found out: yet to how many noble discoveries has
the pursuit of those nostrums given birth 1 Poor chemistry,
had she not had such glorious objects in view!

If you are sitting under a cowslip at your cottage, these
reveries may amuse you for half an hour, at least make you
smile; and for the ease of your conscience, which is always
in a panic, they require no answer.

My Straw-Berries will not be here this fortnight; I have
found a house for them, within a mile of me, which is near
enough; we set out with separate beds.

I will not ask you about the new History of Bristol,
because you are too good a citizen to say a word against
your native place ; but do pray cast your eye on the prints
of the cathedral and castle, the cJiefs-d'&uvre of Chatterton's
ignorance, and of Mr. Barrett's too, and on two letters
pretended to have been sent to me, and which never were
sent. If my incredulity had wavered, they would have fixed
it. I wish the milkwoman would assert that Boadicea's
dairymaid had invented Dutch tiles; it would be like
Chatterton's origins of heraldry and painted glass, in those
two letters.

I must, however, mention one word about myself. In
the fourth volume of the Biogra/pMa Britann. I am more
candidly treated about that poor lad than usual; yet the
writer still affirms that, according to my own account, my
reply was too much in the commonplace style of court
replies. Now my own words, and the truth, as they stand
in print in the very letter of mine which this author quotes,
were, fl wrote him a letter with as much kindness and
tenderness as if I had been his guardian.' Is this by my
own account a court reply ? Nor did I conceive, for I never
was a courtier, that courtiers are wont to make tender replies
to the poor; I am glad to hear they do. I am not quite sure
